Fish diversity monitoring could be utilized as a basis for formulating management regulation of the fisheries resources. This study was conducted to describe the grunt of the family Haemulidae from the Spermonde Archipelago, South Sulawesi. Specimens were collected in Rajawali and Paotere Fish Landing Port Makassar, South Sulawesi from August 2003 to November 2010. The results showed that there were thirteen species representing three genera of family Haemulidae inhabiting the area were examined and identified: Diagramma pictum
I. INTRODUCTION
Haemulid fishes, commonly called the grunt, collectively known as sweetlips, include commercial fishes widely inhabiting inshore and offshore areas from tropical to temperate regions. They are epibenthic in habit and generally associated with rock formation or coral reefs where they lurk in or beneath ledges through at least most of the daytime hours (Allen, 2000; Araya, 2002; Randal and Myers, 1993 (Allen, 2000) .
The gruntfishes in the South Sulawesi region were collected and reported by Iwatsuki et al. (2000) .
However, their report did not correspond well with species descriptions. The commercial fishes in some publications were collected from Java Island, Sumatera Islands and Maluku Islands.
The result of this work will be used as basis for further study especially on bio-diversity monitoring and would hopefully be utilized as a basis for formulating management regulation of the fisheries resources for the Spermonde Archipelago, South Sulawesi. were as prescribed by Hubbs and Lagler (1958) . Identification was based on Rau & Rau (1980) , Allen (2000) and Carpenter (2001) .
II. METHOD

Specimens of Gruntfishes
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Diagnostic Features of the Family
Haemulidae
The Haemulidae with the following combination of characters: 
Size:
Maximum total length about 100 cm, commonly to 45 cm. Size: Maximum total length about 120 cm, commonly to 80 cm.
Plectorhinchus albovittatus
Plectorhinchus chaetodonoides
Lacepède, 1801 (Fig. A.3 Lateral line with about 53 to 60 tubed scales.
Colour: bluish grey, juveniles with golden or rusty orange stripes along the body that break into a reticulate pattern and later form small spots that may be lost with age or remain as lines, or lines of spots on head.
Size: Maximum total length about 72 cm, commonly to 40 cm.
Plectorhinchus gibbosus
Lacepède, 1802 (Fig. A. 6 Size: Maximum total length about 60 cm, commonly to 40 cm.
Plectorhinchu lineatus
(Linnaeus, 1758) (Fig. A. 8 Size: Maximum total length about 85 cm, commonly to 60 cm. (Bleeker, 1852) (Fig. B. 10 Size: Maximum total length about 40 cm, commonly to 30 cm.
Plectorhinchus polytaenia
Plectorhinchus vittatus
(Linnaeus, 1758) (Fig. B.11 Size: Maximum total length about 60 cm, commonly to 40 cm. 1.13. Pomadasys maculatus (Bloch,   1793) (Fig. B. 13 Bloch, 1793) .
3.
The local name available of each species was give.
